
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Hon. Jason Copping, Minister of Health 
Office of the Minister of Health 
423 Legislature Building 
10800  - 97 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB 
T5K 2B6 
 

September 24, 2021 
 

EZMSA Office  
Suite 201 12315 Stony Plain Road NW 
Edmonton, AB 
T5N 3Y8  
 

Dear Minister Copping: 
 

Re: Emergency Policy Request for Opioid Poisoning Reduction 
 

Alberta’s healthcare system is struggling to meet increasing demand due to the high number of 
COVID-19 patients needing hospital and intensive care. 
 
The current provincial approach to addressing drug poisoning is further exacerbating the acute 
care system resource shortage. Because our communities do not have the resources needed to 
respond to drug poisonings in a timely fashion, people experiencing drug poisonings end up 
requiring the services of first responders, emergency departments, and Intensive Care Units 
(ICUs) more often. In addition, people who initially survive a severe drug poisoning may need 
ICU-level care but not benefit if the response time is delayed. These are people who are loved 
by their family and friends and would have a better chance of surviving with a timely 
response.  
 
We know that Alberta’s current approach to the drug poisoning crisis unnecessarily strains 
acute care resources and is directly contributing to an increasing number of deaths. 
 
The province can take immediate, pragmatic, evidence informed, and cost-effective action to 
mitigate health system strain, avoid drug poisoning deaths, and make more critical care 
resources available to COVID-19 patients.  
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
To do so, we recommend the following emergency actions: 

1. Return harm reduction capacity to community settings to ensure a timely drug 
poisoning response. This includes reinstating recently closed in-person supervised 
consumption services and fast-tracking expanded access to emergency overdose 
prevention sites in at least Alberta’s seven major cities. 

2. Provide emergency access to alternatives to the circulating illegal drug supply by 
expanding access to injectable opioid agonist treatment (iOAT) programs.  

 
In the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, the above emergency policy actions are lifesaving not 
only for people who use drugs, but for all Albertans in need of intensive care.  
 
We would be interested in meeting on this to coordinate details.  
 
Sincerely 
 
Dr. Ginetta Salvalaggio 

 
Dr. Cheryl Mack 

 
Co-Chairs, Opioid Poisoning Committee 
Edmonton Zone Medical Staff Association  
 
CC:  Dr. Verna Yiu, Chief Executive Officer, Alberta Health Services 

Hon. Jason Kenney, Premier, Province of Alberta 
Hon. Mike Ellis, Associate Minister of Addiction and Mental Health, Province of Alberta 
Dr. Deena Hinshaw, Chief Medical Officer of Health, Province of Alberta 
Dr. Theresa Tam, Chief Public Health Officer of Canada 
Rt. Hon. Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada 
Hon. Patty Hadju, Minister of Health of Canada 
Dr. Paul Boucher, President, Alberta Medical Association 
Mayor Don Iveson, City of Edmonton 
Mayor Naheed Nenshi, Mayor of Calgary 

  



 

 

 

 
Moms Stop the Harm 
 
Protect Our Province 
 
Canadian Drug Policy Coalition 
 
CRISM | Prairies 
 
United Nurses of Alberta 
 
Calgary Street CCRED Collaborative 
 
EACH+EVERY: Businesses for Harm 
Reduction 
 
AAWEAR 
 
Friends of Medicare 
 
Canadian Students for Sensible Drug Policy 
– Edmonton 
 
Canadian Students for Sensible Drug Policy 
– Calgary 
 
Boots on Ground 
 
Alberta Nurses Coalition for Harm 
Reduction 
 
Dr. John Bradley on behalf of the Section of 
Nephrology 
 
HIV Legal Network 
 
Thunderbird Partnership Foundation 
 
Canadian Association of People Who Use 
Drugs 
 
Samantha Myhr on behalf of the Section of 
Rural Medicine 
 
 

 
Dr. Shanthi Johnson, Shanthi Johnson, PhD, 
RD, FDC, FACSM, FGSA on behalf of the 
UofA School of Public Health 
 
Judy Birdsell C.M. 
Member, Imagine Citizens Network, Patient 
Safety Champion (Canada) 
 
Dr. Rebecca Haines-Saah, PhD 
Associate Professor, Cumming School of 
Medicine 
 
Heather Morris MN RN PhD Candidate 
PhD Candidate School of Public Health, 
University of Alberta 
 
Dr. Catharine Lopaschuk, MD CCFP MHSc 
Physician 
 
Dr. Joe Vipond, MD 
Co-founder Protect our Province 
 
Dan Furst 
Lawyer 
 
Dr. Lizette Elumir-Tanner, MD 
Family physician 
 
Troy Stooke, MEDes (ES), BSW 
co-lead of iKNOW Health, IMAGINE 
Citizens Network, volunteer 
 
Dr. Elaine Hyshka, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
 
Reanne Booker, PhD(c) MN, NP 
Nurse practitioner, PhD candidate 
 
Dr. Bonnie Larson, MD 
Physician 
 
Dr. Alan Chu, MD 
Anesthesiologist 
 



 

 

 

 
Dr. Cameron Wild, PhD 
Professor, School of Public Health, 
University of Alberta 
 
Dr. Annalee Coakley, MD 
Family Physician 
 
Dr. Meera Grover, MD 
Physician 
 
Dr. Gabriel Fabreau MD, MPH, FRCPC 
Assistant Professor - General Internal 
Medicine, Depts. of Medicine and 
Community Health Sciences | University of 
Calgary 
 
Heather Smith 
President, United Nurses of Alberta 
 
Dr. Hakique Virani, MD FRCPC DABAM 
Clinical Associate Professor, Division of 
Preventive Medicine/Department of 
Medicine, University of Alberta FoMD 
 
Dr. David Hodgins, PhD, R. Psych, FCAHS 
University of Calgary 
 
Dr. Bill Ruzycki MD P.Eng. 
Family Doctor 
 
Dr. Sara McKinnon, MD FRCPC 
Emergency Physician 
 
Dr. Scott MacLean, MD 
Emergency Physician 
 
Dr. Kevin Skoblenick MD, MSc, PhD, 
FRCPC 
Emergency Physician 
 
Dr. Christa Desrochers 
Emergency Physician 
 
 

 
Dr. Kendra Houston, MD, CCFP (EM) 
Emergency Department Physician 
 
Dr. Joanne Norum MD, FRCPC 
Emergency Physician, Royal Alexandra 
Hospital 
 
Dr. Douglas Murray MBChB FRCEM UK 
Emergency physician 
 
Dr. Alkarim Velji, MD FRCPC 
Emergency Medicine Physician, Royal 
Alexandra Hospital 
 
Dr. Jaspreet K. Khangura, MD, MSc, FRCPC 
Emergency Physician 
 
Dr. Madeleine Woods, MD 
Emergency Physician 
 
Dr. Alana Luft, MD, CCFP 
Family Physician 
 
Dr. Katherine Smith, MD 
Emergency Physician 
 
Dr. Cameron MacGougan, MD, FRCP(C) 
Emergency physician 
 
Dr. Bradley J Lewis 
Emergency Medicine Physician 
 
Dr. Boyd Edgecumbe MD 
ED RAH Hospital 
 
Patty Wilson, PHC-NP 
Nurse Practitioner 
 
Dr. Anjli Pandya, MD FRCPC DGHP 
Emergency Physician, Clinical Assistant 
Professor 
 
Dr. Josh Fanaeian, MD, CCFP (EM) 
Emergency physician 



 

 

 

 
Dr. Erin Bristow, MD 
Emergency Physician 
 
Dr. Shazma Mithani, MD, FRCPC 
Emergency Physician 
 
Dr. Andrea Wensel MD FRCPC 
Emergency Physician 
 
Dr. Allan Ushko MD 
Physician 
 
Dr. Sunil Sookram MBA, MAvMed, MD, 
CCFP, FRCPC 
Emergency Physician 
 
Dr. Rebeccah Rosenblum, MD FRCPC 
Emergency Medicine Physician 
 
Dr. Allison Kirkham BA, MD, FRCPC 
Emergency Physician 
 
Dr. Rob Wittmeier MD CCFP-EM 
Emergency Physician 
 
Dr. Mat Rose MD CCFP (AM) 
Clinic Professor, Dept. of Family Medicine, 
University of Alberta 
 
Dr. Janeva Kircher MD 
Emergency medicine physician 
 
Dr. Taryn Brown 
Emergency Physician 
 
Dr. Julie Seymour, MD, CCFP(EM) 
Emergency physician 
 
Stacy Kozak, MSc 
 
Dr. Rebecca Schonnop, MD 
Emergency Medicine Physician 
 
 

 
Dr. Jessica Kirkwood, MD CCFP (AM) 
Family Physician 
 
Dr. Meira Louis, MD 
ER Physician 
 
Dr. Euan Thomson, PhD 
Co-Founder, EACH+EVERY and Owner, 
Raft Brew Labs 
 
The Liam Project 
University Students 
 
Dr. Leneela Sharma, MD 
Emergency Physician 
 
Dr. Gregory Gilmour, MD FRCPC 
Internal medicine physician 
 
Dr. Arianna Watts, MD, CCFP, ISAM (c) 
 
Dr. Carly Hagel MD, FRCPC 
Emergency Physician and Clinical Assistant 
Professor 
 
Michael Lee NP 
President of the Alberta Nurses Coalition 
for Harm Reduction (ANCHR) 
 
Dr. Karine Meador, MD 
Physician 
 
Dr. Patricia Belda, MD 
Physician 
 
Dr. Vera Caine PhD, RN 
Professor and President of the Canadian 
Association of Nurses in HIV/AIDS Care 
 
Stephanie Montesanti 
Associate Professor, School of Public 
Health, University of Alberta 
 
 



 

 

 

 
Executive Director- Sandra Azocar 
Friends of Medicare 
 
Dr. Raegan Kijewski MD 
Family Physician 
 
Katrina Stephenson RN BScN, (she/her) 
VP ANCHR; Founder & CEO of Nurse 2 
Nurse Peer Support 
 
Dr. Sahil Gupta, MD 
 
Landon Berger 
 
Kathleen Larose (AAWEAR) 
Executive Director 
 
Dr. Sandy Dong, MD, MSc, FRCPC, 
DABEM 
Emergency Physician 
 
Dr. Tessa Penrod, MD CCFP FCFP 
Family Physician 
 
Dr. Praveen Jain, MD 
Emergency Physician 
 
Dr. Katharina Cardinal, MD 
Family Physician 
 
Dr. Lillian Chan, MD, FRCPC 
General Internal Medicine 
 
Dr. Avery Wynick, MD MSc CCFP 
Family physician 
 
Dr. Caroline Spiers 
Family Physician 
 
Dr. Shona MacLachlan, MD 
 
Dr. Thara Kumar MD 
Emergency Medicine Physician 
 

 
Dr. Annalise Shewchuk, MD 
 
Dr. Asha Olmstead, MD 
ARCH physician 
 
Dr. Layton Burkart, MD 
ER Physician 
 
Dr. Daniel Bakken, MD 
 
Dr. Allison Sweeney, MD 
Emergency Medicine Physician 
 
Dr. Jason Chang, MD 
Emergency Physician, RAH 
 
Dr. Aref Yeung MD, CCFP-EM 
Emergency Physician 
 
Dr. Justin Chin MD, MSc 
 
Dr. Sarah Elliott MD MPH 
 
Dr. Madalena Dearden, MD 
Family doctor 
 
Dr. Yazhini Subramanian, MD 
Family physician 
 
Dr. Julia Chronopoulos MD, CFPC 
Associate Clinical Professor, UofA 
 
Dr. Jared Bly, MD 
Emergency Physician 
 
Dr. Rebecca Saunders, BSc, MD, CCFP 
Family Physician, clinic owner, PCN board 
member 
 
Dr. Yang Li, BSc, MD, MPH, FRCPC. 
Emergency Physician 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
Leslie Ayre-Jaschke, MSc (Health 
Promotion) 
Volunteer, Imagine Citizens Network 
 
Dr. Adrienne Haponiuk, MD, FRCP 
Emergency Physician 
 
Dr. Tasha Rudzki MD 
Family Practice 
 
Westside Harm Reduction 
 
Dr. Alicia Strand, MD 
General Internal Medicine physician 
 
Dr. Michael Weldon, BSc., MSc. M.D. CCFP-
EM 
Emergency Physician 
 
Dr. Karr-Hong Lee, MD 
Emergency Medicine Physician 
 
Dr. Tally Mogus, MD 
 
Cristina Zaganelli MN NP 
Nurse practitioner 
 
Dr. Amanda Schouten MD 
Emergency Physician 
 
Dr. Daisy Fung, MD 
Family Physician, Assistant Clinical 
Professor, Department of Family Medicine, 
University of Alberta 
 
Hailie Rondeau, RN 
 
Dr. Oksana Babenko, PhD 
Associate Professor 
 
Dr. Chloe LaBrie MD 
Physician 
 
 

 
Dr. Andrea Gruneir, PhD 
Associate Professor 
 
Dr. Richard Schulz PhD 
Professor, Depts. of Pediatrics & 
Pharmacology, Mazankowski Alberta Heart 
Institute, University of Alberta 
 
Dr. Tannis Spencer, MD, CCFP 
Family Physician at the Addiction Recovery 
Centre & Willow Family Medicine 
 
Dr. Michelle Jung, MD 
Rheumatologist 
 
Dr. Cindy Lee, MD, CCFP 
Family Physician 
 
Dr. Mark Schindel, MD 
 
Dr. Any Rosborough, MD 
Family physician 
 
Dr. Tiffany Chan, MD 
 
Dr. Michael Lai, MD, CCFP-EM 
Emergency Physician 
 
Dr. Keith Huber, MD, CCFP 
 
Dr. Alexandra Seal, MD, CCFP 
Family physician 
 
Dr. Elizabeth McKoen, MD 
Family Physician 
 
Dr. Hyun Ju Sung, MD,CCFP 
Family physician at CHOICE CCD 
 
Dr. Ian Williamson MD, CCFP(EM), MSc 
Emergency Physician 
 
Dr. Tehseen Ladha, MD, MPH 
Pediatrician 



 

 

 

 
Dr. Joanne Tseng MD, CCFP(EM) 
Emergency Physician 
 
Dr. Leigh Beamish, MS 
Family Physician 
 
Dr. Esther Tailfeathers M.D. 
Community Family Physician 
 
Dr. Kristen Timm, MD 
Family physician 
 
Dr. Rose Yeung MD FRCPC MPH 
Associate Professor, Dept. Medicine, 
University of Alberta 
 
Dr. Marielle Pratt MD 
Family physician 
 
Dr. Tony Soeyonggo, MD CCFP(EM) 
Emergency Physician 
 
Dr. Ashima Sharma, MD CCFP 
Family physician 
 
Dr. Richard Hanelt, MD, CCFP 
Family Physician 
 
Dr. Kevin Desmarais, MD 
Family Physician 
 
Dr. Bash Amien, MD 
Family Physician, Emergency Department 
site lead 
 
Dr. Craig Domke ,MD FRCPC 
Emergency physician, University of Alberta 
Hospital 
 
Dr. Amber Peters MD, CCFP (CoE) 
 
Dr. Jill Konkin MD 
Professor, Family Medicine 
 

 
Dr. Dinesh Witharana, MD 
Family Physician 
 
Dr. Robyn Grobler, MD 
Family physician 
 
Dr. Linda Smith, MD 
Family Physician 
 
Angeline Webb 
President, Alberta Public Health 
Association 
 
Dr. Darren Nichols, MD, CCFP(EM), FCFP 
Emergency Physician, University of Alberta 
Hospital; Associate Professor, University of 
Alberta Department of Family Medicine 
 
Dr. Naomi Lear, BSc MDCM CCFP 
Physician 
 
Dr. Jason Hamm, MD 
Family Physician 
 
Dr. Verna Krisik, MD 
Emergency Physician 
 
Dr. Andrea Milne-Epp, MD 
Associate Clinical Professor, Department of 
Family Medicine University of Alberta 
 
Dr. Aisha Mirza, MD 
Emergency Physician 
 
Dr. Rachelle Westover, MD, CCFP EM 
Emergency Physician 
 
Dr. Laura Matemisz, MD, CCFP-EM 
 
Dr. Martin Tieu, MD, BSc 
Family Physician 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
Dr. Kristina O'Brien MD 
CFPC - EM, Emergency Physician Grey 
Nuns Hospital 
 
Dr. Ana Maria Hermosa Garcia, MD 
 
Dr. Andrew Cave 
Family Physician, Professor of Family 
Medicine 
 
Dr. Pooja Das Kumar 
Physician 
 
Dr. Andrew Swinton MD FCFP 
Community Family Physician/ Clinical 
Associate Professor 
 
Dr. Kathleen Game MD 
Family Medicine 
 
Dr. Jessica Hann MD FRCPC 
Emergency Physician & Addiction Medicine 
Physician 
 
Dr. Kim Loeffler, MD 
Family doctor 
 
Dr. Craig Bulawka MD 
 
Dr. Ricardo Arantes Ribeiro, MD 
Emergency Physician 
 
Dr. Colin Muscat MD CCFP (EM) 
Emergency Medicine 
 
Dr. Bailey Sorochan, MD 
Family Physician 
 
Dr. Amy Hegstrom MD 
Emergency physician 
 
Dr. Christine Gibson MD MMedEd CFPC 
Family Physician 
 

 
Dr. Natasha Touesnard 
Executive Director CAPUD 
 
Dr. Nina Lam, MD 
Emergency Physician 
 
Dr. Krista Piebiak Patterson, MD CCFP 
Assistant Clinical Professor 
 
Dr. Stephanie D’Agostini, MD 
Family physician 
 
Dr. Sabin J. Bozso, MD, PhD 
Resident Physician 
 
Dr. Carla Laidlaw MD, CCFP 
Family physician 
 
Dr. Doug Klein MD FCFP MSc 
Family Doctor 
 
Dr. Jennifer Zhang MD 
Family physician 
 
Dr. Christine Froelich MD 
Psychiatrist 
 
Dr. Kam Birdi, MD, FRCPC 
Physician (Internal Medicine, Respirology) 
 
Dr. Joanne Caulfield 
Assistant Clinical Professor, U of A Family 
Medicine 
 
Dr. Nancy Easton MD 
Family physician 
 
Dr. Wikus Venter, MD 
 
Dr. Diana Hong, MD, CCFP, FCFP 
Family Physician 
 
Dr. Henrique Fernandes, MD 
Family Physician 



 

 

 

 
Dr. Kim Cheema, MD 
 
Dr. Katherine Bisby, MD 
Family Physician 
 
Dr. Leyla Asadi, MD, MPH 
Infectious diseases physician 
 
Dr. Eric Chan, MD MSc 
Emergency psychiatrist, Clinical assistant 
professor 
 
Dr. Sarah Smith, MBBS 
Rural Family Physician 
 
Dr. Brittnee Kegler MD 
Family Doctor 
 
Dr. Tanya Tran MD CCFP FCFP 
Hospitalist 
 
Dr. Ilan Schwartz MD PhD 
Assistant Professor, Division of Infectious 
Diseases, University of Alberta 
 
Dr. Freda Lo, MD 
Family Physicians 
 
Dr. Jamie McIntyre MD, CCFP-EM 
Emergency Physician 
 
Dr. Bohdan Savaryn, MD, FRCPC 
Infectious Diseases Physician and Medical 
Microbiologist 
 
Dr. Ryan Cooper, MD MPH 
Associate Professor 
 
Dr. Alex McFarlane MD 
Clinical Assistant Professor 
 
Dr. Conar O’Neil MD MSc FRCPC 
Assistant Clinical Professor, Infectious 
Diseases, University of Alberta 

 
Dr. Sandip Singh Gandham, MD 
Physician 
 
Dr. Anne Kittler Fath MD, CCFP 
Family Physician 
 
Dr. Eric Tredget MBBS, MSc 
Physician and Assistant clinical professor 
 
Dr. Susanna Keller, MD 
Family Doctor 
 
Dr. Stephanie Smith  
Professor 
Brian Doell MD 
 
Dr. Lana Myroniuk, BSc MD CCFP 
Family Physician 
 
Dr. Francesco Mosaico MD 
Physician 
 
Dr. Dima Kabbani MD, MSc 
Assistant Professor, University of Alberta 
 
Dr. Justin Chen, MD 
Assistant Clinical Professor 
 
Dr. Stephen D. Shafran, MD, FRCPC, FACP, 
FIDSA 
Professor of Medicine 
 
Dr. Dan Doyle MD 
Infectious Diseases Fellow 
 
Dr. Ashlesha Sonpar, MD 
Assistant Clinical Professor 
 
Dr. Ameeta Singh, BMBS(UK), MSc, 
FRCPC, FIDSA 
Clinical Professor, University of Alberta 
 
School of Public Health Students' 
Association 



 

 

 

 
Harm Reduction Nurses' Association 
 
Edmonton Emergency Physicians 
Association 
 
Drs. Leah Phillips and Cathy Scrimshaw, on 
behalf of the Collaborative Mentorship 
Network for Chronic Pain and Addiction 
(affiliate of the Alberta College of Family 
Physicians) 
 
Dr. Monty Ghosh on behalf of the Section of 
Addiction Medicine 
 
Dr. Craig Hodgson on behalf of the Section 
of Family Medicine 
 
Dr. Rajpal Thiara on behalf of the Section of 
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation. 
 
Dr. Stephanie Dotchin on behalf of the 
Section of Ophthalmology 
 
Dr. Luc Benoit on behalf of the Central Zone 
Medical Staff Association 
 
Dr. Clinton Torok-Both on behalf of the 
Section of Intensive Care 
 
Dr. Sterling Sparshu on behalf of the Section 
of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry 
 
Dr. Davinder Sidhu on behalf of the Section 
of Laboratory Physicians 
 
Dr. Paul Parks on behalf of the Section of 
Emergency Medicine. 

 
 
 


